
The Riga Piano Duo  –  A Russian and Armenian duo based 
in Latvia, Nora Novik and Raffi  Kharajanyan have achieved 
legendary fame throughout their forty-year artistic career, 
and their names have become synonymous with piano duo 
performances. Unknown in America, but widely acclaimed 
in Europe, the Baltic States and Eastern Europe, The Riga 
Piano Duo has toured extensively in Europe, Russia, Israel, 
Asia, Eastern Europe and the Baltic States.  The 2007 Salkind 
Festival was the duo’s fi rst performance in the United States.

Duo Pianistico di Firenze – Formed in 1990, the 
Firenze Duo is highly acclaimed for their perfect ensemble, 
exquisite tonal balance and refi ned stylistic choices. Sara 
Bartolucci and Rodolfo Alessandrini have specialized in 
repertoire for piano duet with a particular interest on unedited
or unfairly forgotten compositions. Finalists of numerous 
awards at international competitions, the Firenza Duo has 
performed extensively in Italy, France, Germany, Switzerland, 
Poland and the Ukraine. The 2007 Salkind Festival was the 
duo’s fi rst performance in the United States.

Noriko & Yuko Kugimoto – The Kugimoto sisters have 
been playing together as a piano duo from early childhood. 
Both Noriko and Yuko are graduates of Osaka College 
of Music and are active musicians and teachers in 
Japan. Noriko was a Visiting Scholar at Stanford University 
music department where she was an accompanist for voice 
and instrumental lessons, conducting classes, master classes 
and recitals. Yuko is currently a lecturer, chamber musician, 
and an accompanist for a choral group and instrumentalists 
in Japan. 




